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LUGUPEETUD KAASMAALASED

Greetings to you all, wherever you may be.

24 February — a most prestigious day for Estonians, the day when we
celebrate our declaration of Independence, the formal birth of our nation.

But it is also a time to reflect on the past, with a view to the future.

The name Estonia (Estonian: Eesti) has been connected to Aesti, a people first
mentioned by Roman historian Tacitus around 98 AD.

A few moments in our history ...

In 1199, Pope Innocent Il declared a crusade to "defend the Christians
of Livonia". Since those times, Estonia was mainly under the rule of foreign
powers.

The Estonian national awakening began in the 1850’s as several leading
figures started promoting an Estonian national identity among the general
populace.

On 24 February 1918, following the first World war, Estonia declared
Independence from the then warring Russian and German Empires.

But this was not automatic - on 28 November 1918, Soviet Russia invaded,
starting the Estonian War of Independence. Fighting continued for just over
a year. On 2 February 1920, the Tartu Peace Treaty was signed by Estonia
and Soviet Russia, with the latter pledging to permanently give up all



sovereign claims to Estonia. Unfortunately, we know well how little we can
trust Russians.

Estonia then existed independently until the soviet Russian invasions starting
in 1944. This was a bleak period for us, for close to 50 years, until
Independence was again declared in 1991.

Now Estonia is a proud country, well known for punching above its weight in
many areas. Technology, start-ups, political thought, childhood education . ..
The first country in the world to have females as both President and Prime
Minister; being able to do taxes on-line very quickly, using phones for taxes,
travel, etc So many areas.

And the world has seen us achieve much peacefully — our Laulupidu song
festivals are a shining example across the world, as are the dance festivals.

While 24 February is a day of celebration for us, | fear that in history the day
will be overshadowed by a major disaster — one year ago, on 24 February
2022, Putin’s Russia declared war and invaded Ukraine.

Some Estonians living in Australia were part of the mass escape from Estonia
in the 1940’s. But most of us are here now because our parents or
grandparents needed to escape from the Russian hordes and the terrors in
Europe. We are probably too young to remember any of that, or to have
experienced any of the terrors. But what is happening in Ukraine in the past
year is similar to what our parents escaped from.

In 2022, Estonian Prime Minister Kaja Kallas said in a speech prior to the
invasion of Ukraine:

“The current situation in Europe resembles the tensions before World War I1.”

“Our freedom has never been under such a serious attack in the last thirty
years as it is today” -

“after restoring our independence, we have raised a generation of young
people who take the current organisation of our society for granted.”
— i.e. freedom, democracy, and so on

So while we bask in our freedom now, and celebrate Free Estonia, the Ukraine
situation should be a reminder to us all that freedom is not given, it needs to
be fought for, and then to be protected.



But we can be proud again, that Estonia has supported Ukraine per capita
more than any other country. And we are a leading light in the way to
strengthen Europe and our allies against this Putinocracy.

One of the major policies coming from Estonia in recent years has been the
notion of Global Estonians — of "Estonian-ness”. Estonia sees all of us —
emigrants, children of refugees, travellers, backpackers, our families —
wherever we are, as being Estonians. And there are many plans and programs
to welcome us all.

But this raises the question — what does it mean to “"be Estonian”?

Does it mean that we eat Estonian foods? That we sing Estonian songs?
Do we take part in Estonian singing and dancing?
Should we wear our national costumes to various functions?

Does it mean that we must teach our children to speak the language?
Do we teach them about our history?

So — | ask you — are YOU an Estonian?
Do you FEEL Estonian?

Maie Barrow tells how she was asked how would she know if she were more
Estonian or Australian?

She replied that she would not know, until Estonia was playing Australia in the
final of the Soccer World Cup, and she then had to decide who to cheer for.

From people | know, or meet — Estonians are a very proud nationality.
Perhaps those of us born here feel it more? We were not born there and
have not lived there, so perhaps we have a deeper need to connect?

| often notice how many of us feel that we are more Estonian than others, that
we feel more deeply. This is not a bad thing, but we all feel differently,
according to our own situations and experiences.

The important thing is for us to share our Estonian-ness — whether it be
singing, or dancing, or food and drink, the language, or the customs.
Anything at all that helps us to share our heritage with the world.

If we want Estonian-ness to continue and flourish, we need to share it, and
pass it on to newer generations.



One of the pleasant duties for the annual Independence Day is that AESL —
the Council of Estonian Societies in Australia (Austraalia Eesti Seltside Liit)
awards an Aukiri to people who have served the community at large, making
a significant contribution for a period of time (at /east ten years).

The 2023 Aukiri awardees are . .
Amelia Tiivas — Adelaide
Steven Buchert — Sydney
Kuno Mikkor — Melbourne
Matti P6ldoja - Melbourne

We thank these people for their dedication and their extensive contributions
towards promoting and furthering Estonian-ness in Australia.
Congratulations, and Thank You

A quick reminder from Estonia - the federal elections are coming up in the
next few weeks, and everyone eligible to vote is asked to please take part, and
help shape our nation’s future.

Dear Estonians in Australia, AESL wishes you joyful Independence Day
celebrations and success in enterprises that take will take us to the future.

Happy Independence Day!
Long live Free Estonia! Elagu Vaba Eesti!

24 February 2023
Dr Juho Looveer
President, AESL
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ISESEISVUSPAEVA TERVITUS AESL PRESIDENDILT 2023

LUGUPEETUD KAASMAALASED

Tervitused teile kdigile, kus iganes te ka poleks.

24. veebruar on eestlaste prestiizseim paev, paev, mil tahistame oma
iseseisvuse valjakuulutamist, meie rahvuse ametlikku stndi.

Kuid see on ka aeg moétiskleda mineviku tle, pidades silmas tulevikku.

Eesti nime (eesti keeles Eesti) on seostatud Aestiga, rahvaga, keda Rooma
ajaloolane Tacitus mainis esmakordselt umbes 98. aastal pKr.

Moned hetked meie ajaloost. . .1199. aastal kuulutas paavst Innocentius Il
valja ristisdja "Liivimaa kristlaste kaitsmiseks". Sellest ajast peale oli Eesti
peamiselt vodrvoimude voimu all.

Eesti rahvuslik drkamisaeg sai alguse 1850. aastatel, kui mitmed juhtfiguurid
hakkasid rahva seas eesti rahvuslikku identiteeti propageerima.

24. veebruaril 1918, parast esimest maailmasdda, kuulutas Eesti valja
iseseisvuse tollal sddinud Vene ja Saksa keisririigist.

Kuid see ei olnud automaatne — 28. novembril 1918 tungis Venemaa
Noukogude peale, alustades Eesti Vabadussdda. Voitlused kestsid veidi Ule
aasta. 2. veebruaril 1920 kirjutasid Eesti ja Venemaa Noukogude alla Tartu
Rahuleping, millega viimane kohustub 16plikult loobuma kdigist



suveraansetest nduetest Eestile. Kahjuks teame hasti, kui vahe saame venelasi
usaldada.

Eesti eksisteeris siis iseseisvalt kuni 1944. aastal alanud Vene Noukogude
sissetungini. See oli meie jaoks slinge periood, ligi 50 aastat, kuni iseseisvuse
taas valjakuulutamiseni 1991. aastal.

NUuud on Eesti uhke riik, mis on tuntud selle poolest, et 166b paljudel aladel
Ule oma kaalu. Tehnoloogia, idufirmad, poliitiline mote, lapsepdlveharidus. . .
Esimene ritk maailmas, kus on naised nii presidendi kui ka peaministrina;
voimalus teha makse Internetis vaga kiiresti, kasutades telefone maksude,
reisimise jms jaoks. Nii palju valdkondi.

Ja maailm on nainud meid rahumeelselt palju saavutamas — meie Laulupidu
laulupeod on saravaks eeskujuks tGle maailma, nagu ka tantsupeod.

Kuigi 24. veebruar on meie jaoks pidupaev, kardan, et ajaloos jaab seda paeva
varjutama suur katastroof — aasta tagasi, 24. veebruaril 2022 tungis Putini
Venemaa Ukrainasse ja hakkas sdja.

Moned Austraalias elavad eestlased olid 1940. aastatel osa Eestist massilisest
pdgenemisest. Kuid enamik meist on praegu siin, sest meie vanematel voi
vanavanematel oli vaja vene hordide eest pdgeneda. Téenaoliselt oleme liiga
noored, et seda maletada voi kogeda hirmu. Kuid see, mis toimub Ukrainas
moddunud aastal, sarnaneb sellega, mille eest meie vanemad pdgenesid.

2022. aastal Utles Eesti peaminister Kaja Kallas Ukraina sissetungi eel peetud
kdnes:

"Praegune olukord Euroopas sarnaneb pingetega enne Teist maailmasdda.”

"Meie vabadus pole kunagi viimase kolmekiimne aasta jooksul olnud nii
tdsise rinnaku all kui praegu.”

"Parast iseseisvuse taastamist oleme Ules kasvatanud pdélvkonna noori, kes
peavad meie Uhiskonna praegust korraldust iseenesestmdistetavaks."
— st vabadus, demokraatia ja nii edasi

Nii et kui me praegu peesitame oma vabaduses ja tahistame Vaba Eestit,
peaks Ukraina olukord meile kdigile meelde tuletama, et vabadust ei anta,
selle eest tuleb valja voidelda ja seejarel kaitsta.



Aga me voime taas olla uhked, et Eesti on toetanud Ukrainat elaniku kohta
rohkem kui tkski teine riik. Ja me oleme juhtiv valgus Euroopa ja meie liitlaste
tugevdamisel selle Putinokraatia vastu.

Viimaste aastatel Uks suuremaid Eestist tulnud poliitikaid on olnud ,globaalne
eestlus” — “Estonia-ness” mdiste. Eesti ndeb meid koiki — valjarandajaid,
pagulaste lapsi, randureid, seljakotirandureid, meie perekondi — eestlastena
kdikjal, kus me ka ei oleks. Ja meie kdigi vastuvotmiseks on palju plaane ja
programme.

See aga tekitab kiisimuse — mida tahendab et ,olla eestlane”?

Kas see tahendab, et me s66me Eesti toite? Et me laulame eesti laule?
Kas osaleme eesti laulus ja tantsus?

Kas peaksime kandma oma rahvariideid erinevatel Uritustel?

Kas see tdahendab, et peame 6petama oma lapsi keelt raakima?

Kas me dpetame neile oma ajalugu?

Seega — ma kdsin sinult — kas SINA oled eestlane?
Kas sa TUNNED end eestlasena?

Maie Barrow'lt kusiti, kust ta teab, kas ta on eestlane voi austraallane?
Ta vastas, et ei tea enne, kui Eesti jalgpalli MM-i finaalis Austraaliaga mangib,
ja siis on vaja otsustama, kelle poolt roémustada.

Inimestelt, keda tean voi kohtan — eestlased on vaga uhke rahvus.

Vbib-olla tunnevad meie siin siindinud meist seda rohkem? Me ei ole seal
sindinud ega elanud, nii et vdib-olla on meil siigavam vajadus thendada?
Markan sageli, kui paljud meist tunnevad, et oleme teistest rohkem eestlased,
et tunneme end stigavamalt. See pole halb, kuid me kéik tunneme oma
olukorra ja kogemuste pdhjal erinevalt.

Oluline on see, et me jagaksime oma eestlust — olgu selleks laul, tants, s60k-
jook, keel vdi kombed. K&ik, mis aitab meil oma parandit maailmaga jagada.



Kui tahame, et eestlus jatkuks ja ditseks, peame seda jagama ja edasi andma
uuematele polvkondadele.

lga-aastase taasiseseisvumispaeval ks meeldivaid kohustusi on see, et AESL —
Austraalia Eesti Seltside Noukogu (Council of Estonian Societies in Australia)
annab Aukiri inimestele, kes on kogukonda laiemalt teeninud, andes teatud
perioodi jooksul olulise panuse (vahemalt kiimme aastaf).

2023. aasta Aukiri auhinnasaajad on . .
Amelia Tiivas — Adelaide
Steven Buchert — Sydney
Kuno Mikkor — Melbourne
Matti Példoja - Melbourne

Taname neid inimesi nende puhendumuse ja ulatusliku panuse eest eestluse
edendamisel ja edendamisel Austraalias. Onnitleme teid ja tanan teid

Kiire meeldetuletus Eestist - [ahinddalatel on ees liiduvalimised, millest kaigil
haalediguslikel palume osa votta ja aidata kaasa meie riigi tuleviku
kujundamisele.

Armsad Austraalia eestlased, AESL soovib teile r6dmsat iseseisvuspaeva
tahistamist ja edu ettevotetes, mis viivad meid tulevikku.

Head iseseisvuspaeva!

Elagu vaba Eesti! Elagu Vaba Eesti!

24. veebruar 2023
Dr Juho Looveer
President, AESL



