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Media release

The Eesti Pdevad 2022 organising committee warmly invites you to attend the XXVIII Estonian
Festival in Melbourne, Australia. A number of everyone’s favourite events, old and new, have
been included to engage the interest of all Estonians and those with ties to Estonia, rekindling
and strengthening friendships and celebrating all things Estonian!

The festival will take place during Easter 2022 and offer a variety of events over four days, starting
with a Forest fest on Friday, 15" April and wrapping up with folk performances on Monday, 18t
April.

With a whole of community approach, the Eesti Péaevad festival is aiming to engage young and
old generations of Estonians in Australia and invites anyone who is connected to or interested in
the Estonian people, culture, language or arts to join the festivities. The program is divided into
four themed days: Forest day, Culture day, Party day and Folk day. Each day includes activities
and events that remind Estonians of their background and roots and offer visitors a little taste of
Estonian culture and history.

This festival is a long held cultural tradition and has been dearly treasured and attended by those
of Estonian heritage, as well as second and third generation Estonians and their friends in
Australia. The idea of such a festival was founded by the post-War Estonians in Australia, who
were keen to both retain their culture, language and community, and sense of identity in a
country that was far removed from their native homeland. Estonians are people who love to sing
songs of their country, folk dance in traditional costumes and enjoy a slice of home baked rye
bread with salty fish and fresh herbs.

The very first festival was held in Sydney in 1954 and since then has been held every two to three
years, rotating between Sydney, Melbourne and Adelaide. The Easter 2022 festival will be
especially important in reconnecting and building friendships for those participants who have
been subject to enduring COVID restrictions, as the Melbourne festival originally scheduled for
December 2020 needed to be postponed. Organisations and individuals from all over Australia
are coming together to support the festival tradition and celebrate the culture while meeting new
people and creating a space for cross-cultural exchange and learning.

Please get in touch with the organising team if you would like to be involved. For a detailed
program and further information please visit the festival website and Facebook page.

Come along with family and friends for four days full of singing, dancing and baking and enjoy a
memorable time together!
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Presstiteade

Eesti Pdevad 2022 korralduskomitee kutsub sind osalema XXVIII Eesti Paevad festivalil
Melbourne’s, Austraalias. Kaasatud on mitmeid Uritusi, nii vanu kui ka uusi lemmikuid, et dratada
koigi eestlaste ja Eesti sidemetega inimeste huvi ning taaselustada ja tugvedada s6prussuhteid.
Uheskoos tahistame kdike, mis on eestilik ja eestlaslik.

Festival toimub 2022 aprillis ning pakub nelja paeva jooksul hulganisti Uritusi, alustades
kiilasimmaniga reedel, 15. aprillil ning I6petades folk etteastetega esmaspaeval, 18. aprillil.

Eesti Paevad plitab kaasata Austraalia eestlaste noori ja vanemaid p&lvkondi ning kutsub
pidustustega liituma kdiki, kes on seotud v&i tunnevad huvi eesti rahva, kultuuri, keele voi
kunstide vastu. Programm on temaatiliselt jagatud neljaks paevaks: Metsapaev, Kultuuripaev,
Pidupaev ning Folgipaev. Iga paev sisaldab tegevusi ning Uritusi, mis meenutavad eestlastele
nende tausta ja juuri ning pakuvad kilastajatele s66mu Eesti kultuurist ja ajaloost.

Eesti Pdevad on kauahoitud kultuuritraditsioon, mida on labi aastate stigavalt hinnatud nii teise ja
kolmanda polve eestlaste, nende sdprade, kui ka noorte uustulnukide poolt Austraalias. Idee
slindis sojajargselt eesti pagulaskogukondades, kes soovisid sailitada oma kultuuri, keelt ja
identiteeditunnet riigis, mis oli kogumaast kaugel. Eestlased on rahvus, kes armastavad laulda
kodumaised viise, tantsida rahvardivastes ning nautida kodus kiipsetatud musta leiba soolase kala
ja varskete Urtidega.

Traditsioon sai alguse aastal 1954 Sydney'’s, millejargselt on festivali peetud iga kahe voi kolme
aasta tagant vahelduvalt Sydney’s, Melbourne’s voi Adelaide’s. 2022 aasta festival tdotab tulla
eriliselt oluline ning stidamlik, sest pandeemia t6ttu on koosolemised ning kohtumised ikka ja jalle
edasi likatud voi ara jaetud ning kaua on lainud aega sellest, kui viimati Gheskoos tantsuplatsil
jalga keerutada sai. Inimesed ja organisatsioonid tervest Austraaliast tulevad kokku, et toetada
festivali traditsiooni plisimist ning tahistada kultuuri elushoidmist, samaaegselt uusi sidemeid ja
sopruseid luues.

Palun véta (ihendust korralduskomiteega, kui oled huvitatud kaasa I66mast. Ulevaatlik festivali
programm ning lisainformatsioon on saadaval meie veebilehel ning Facebook'i lehel.

Tule koos pere ja sdpradega, et nelja paeva jooksul koos laulda, tantsida ja kiipsetada ning
veedame koos lihe unustamatu aja!
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